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DETAILED ACTION 

1 . The text of those sections of Title 35, U.S. Code not included in this action can 
be found in a prior Office action. 

Continued Examination Under 37 CFR 1.114 

2. A request for continued examination under 37 CFR 1.114, including the fee set 
forth in 37 CFR 1.17(e), was filed in this application after final rejection. Since this 
application is eligible for continued examination under 37 CFR 1.114, and the fee set 
forth in 37 CFR 1 .17(e) has been timely paid, the finality of the previous Office action 
has been withdrawn pursuant to 37 CFR 1.114. Applicant's submission filed on 
02/01/06 has been entered. 

Claim Objections 

3. Claims 1-9 are objected to because of the following informalities: claim 1 recites 
"a method for an electronic system user to programming", which is grammatically 
incorrect. Appropriate correction is required. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

4. Claims 1-3, 5-8, 10-14, 16-20, 25, and 26 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as 
being anticipated by Fleming, III (U.S. Pat. No. 6,597,772), hereinafter referred to as 
Fleming. 
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5. Regarding claims 1 and 25, Fleming disclosed a method and system comprising 
generating an electronic mail message in response to data entered by a user, the 
electronic mail message including user-selected preference data for the electronic 
system (see column 4, lines 55-67; column 5, line 65 through column 6, line 12); 
transmitting the electronic mail message to an electronic mail destination (see column 4, 
lines 55-67; column 5, line 65 through column 6, line 12); automatically extracting the 
user-selected preference data from the electronic mail message (see column 6, lines 
13-53); transmitting the user-selected preference data to the electronic system (see 
column 6, lines 13-30); and configuring the electronic system with the user-selected 
preference data to modify operation of the electronic system (see column 5, lines 1-9; 
column 6, lines 25-30). 

6. Regarding claim 2, Fleming disclosed the method and system further comprising 
transmitting the user-selected preference data to the electronic system in response to a 
request, initiated by the electronic system, to transmit preference data (see column 5, 
lines 20-41 ). 

7. Regarding claim 3, Fleming disclosed the method and system wherein the user- 
selected preference data includes telephone directory information, and the electronic 
system is a mobile communication device (see column 4, lines 33-67). 

8. Regarding claims 5 and 20, Fleming disclosed the method and system further 
comprising storing the user-selected preference data in the electronic system as at least 
one telephone directory entry (see column 4, lines 33-67). 
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9. Regarding claim 6, Fleming disclosed the method and system further comprising 
modifying operating parameters of the electronic system in response to the user- 
selected preference data (see column 4, lines 33-67). 

10. Regarding claim 7, Fleming disclosed the method and system wherein 
transmitting the user-selected preference data to the electronic system is performed via 
a radio signal (see column 3, lines 1-12). 

11. Regarding claims 8 and 16, Fleming disclosed the method and system wherein 
the electronic system includes a programmable recorder, and the user-selected 
preference data includes recording instructions (see column 4, lines 20-67). 

12. Regarding claims 10 and 26, Fleming disclosed a method and system comprising 
transmitting user-preference data associated with the electronic system from a first 
computer arrangement to a second computing arrangement in response to user entry of 
the user-preference data at the first computer arrangement (see column 4, line 55 
through column 5, line 9); storing the user-preference data in a database hosted by the 
second computing arrangement in association with an identifier of the electronic system 
(see column 4, lines 55-67); retrieving from the database user reference data 
associated with the identifier of electronic system in response to a request for the user- 
preference data by the electronic system (see column 5, lines 1-9); transmitting the 
user-preference data retrieved from the database to the electronic system (see column 
5, lines 1-9); and configuring the electronic system with the user-preference data to 
modify operation of the electronic system (see column 5, lines 1-9; column 6, lines 25- 
30). 
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13. Regarding claims 1 1 and 17, Fleming disclosed the method and system wherein 
the user-preference data is transmitted from the first computing arrangement to the 
second computing arrangement in an electronic mail message (see column 4, lines 55- 
67; column 6, lines 2-12). 

14. Regarding claim 12, Fleming disclosed the method and system wherein the user- 
preference data is transmitted from the first computing arrangement to the second 
computing arrangement via a hyper-text transport protocol (see column 6, lines 2-12). 

15. Regarding claim 13, Fleming disclosed the method and system further 
comprising transmitting the user-preference data to the electronic system via a wireless 
interface (see column 3, lines 1-12). 

16. Regarding claim 14, Fleming disclosed the method and system wherein the 
electronic system is a portable communication device (see column 3, lines 1-12). 

17. Regarding claim 18, Fleming disclosed a method and system comprising an 
electronic device configurable with user-preference data and coupled to a non- 
QWERTY user-input device for input of user-preference data (see column 3, lines 13- 
21); a first computing arrangement adapted to assemble and transmit user-preference 
data (see column 3, line 48 through column 4, line 19); a second computing 
arrangement coupled to the first computing arrangement and to the electronic device, 
the second computing arrangement adapted to receive and store user-preference data 
transmitted from the first computing device and transmit the user-preference data to the 
electronic device to modify operation of the electronic system (see column 4, lines 1- 
19). 



Application/Control Number: 10/078,618 Page 6 

Art Unit: 2144 

18. Regarding claim 19, Fleming disclosed the method and system wherein the 
electronic device is a wireless communication device, and the first computing 
arrangement is further adapted to communicate the selected user-preference data to 
the second computing arrangement in an electronic mail message (see column 3 .lines 
1-12; column 4, lines 55-67; column 6, lines 1-12). 

19. Claims 1, 2, 4, 6-13, 15-19, and 21-26 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as 
being anticipated by Hirata (U.S. Pat. No. 6,925,567). 

20. Regarding claims 1 and 25, Hirata disclosed a method and system comprising 
generating an electronic mail message in response to data entered by a user, the 
electronic mail message including user-selected preference data for the electronic 
system (see column 7, lines 61-65; column 8, lines 46-56; column 9, lines 43-50); 
transmitting the electronic mail message to an electronic mail destination (see column 8, 
line 66 through column 9, line 2; column 9, lines 51-64); automatically extracting the 
user-selected preference data from the electronic mail message (see column 10, lines 
34-43); transmitting the user-selected preference data to the electronic system (see 
column 10, line 60 through column 1 1 , line 8); and configuring the electronic system 
with the user-selected preference data to modify operation of the electronic system (see 
column 10, line 60 through column 1 1 , line 8). 

21 . Regarding claim 2, Hirata disclosed further comprising transmitting the user- 
selected preference data to the electronic system in response to a request, initiated by 
the electronic system, to transmit preference data (see column 10, lines 1-33). 
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22. Regarding claims 4, 22, and 24, Hirata disclosed wherein the user-selected 
preference data includes programming instructions, and the electronic system is a 
television signal recorder (see column 7, lines 15-23; column 8, lines 46-56). 

23. Regarding claim 6, Hirata disclosed further comprising modifying operating 
parameters of the electronic system in response to the user-selected preference data 
(see column 10, line 60 through column 11, line 8). 

24. Regarding claim 7, Hirata disclosed wherein transmitting the user-selected 
preference data to the electronic system is performed via a radio signal (see column 6, 
line 48 through column 7, line 43). 

25. Regarding claims 8 and 16, Hirata disclosed wherein the electronic system 
includes a programmable recorder, and the user-selected preference data includes 
recording instructions (see column 7, lines 15-23). 

26. Regarding claim 9, Hirata disclosed wherein the electronic system includes a 
programmable television recorder, and the user-selected preference data includes 
keywords associated with operating instructions (see column 7, lines 15-23; column 8, 
lines 46-56). 

27. Regarding claims 10 and 26, Hirata disclosed comprising transmitting user- 
preference data associated with the electronic system from a first computer 
arrangement to a second computing arrangement in response to user entry of the user- 
preference data at the first computer arrangement (see column 8, line 66 through 
column 9, line 2); storing the user-preference data in a database hosted by the second 
computing arrangement in association with an identifier of the electronic system (see 
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column 10, lines 60-65); retrieving from the database user reference data associated 
with the identifier of electronic system in response to a request fro the user-preference 
data by the electronic system (see column 10, line 60 through column 1 1 , line 8); 
transmitting the user-preference data retrieved from the database to the electronic 
system (see column 10, line 60 through column 1 1 , line 8); and configuring the 
electronic system with the user-preference data to modify operation of the electronic 
system (see column 10, line 60 through column 1 1 , line 8). 

28. Regarding claims 1 1 and 17, Hirata disclosed wherein the user-preference data 
is transmitted from the first computing arrangement to the second computing 
arrangement in an electronic mail message (see column 7, lines 61-65). 

29. Regarding claim 12, Hirata disclosed wherein the user-preference data is 
transmitted from the first computing arrangement to the second computing arrangement 
via a hyper-text transport protocol (see column 6, lines 50-67). 

30. Regarding claim 13, Hirata disclosed further comprising transmitting the user- 
preference data to the electronic system via a wireless interface (see column 6, line 48 
through column 7, line 43). 

31. Regarding claim 15, Hirata disclosed wherein the electronic system includes a 
television signal receiver (see column 7, lines 15-23). 

32. Regarding claim 18, Hirata disclosed comprising an electronic device 
configurable with user-preference data and coupled to a non-QWERTY user-input 
device for input of user-preference data (see column 7, lines 15-23); a first computing 
arrangement adapted to assemble and transmit user-preference data (see column 7, 
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line 66 through column 8, line 14); a second computing arrangement coupled to the first 
computing arrangement and to the electronic device, the second computing 
arrangement adapted to receive and store user-preference data transmitted from the 
first computing device and transmit the user-preference data to the electronic device to 
modify operation of the electronic system (see column 10, line 15 through column 11, 
line 8). 

33. Regarding claim 19, Hirata disclosed wherein the electronic device is a wireless 
communication device, and the first computing arrangement is further adapted to 
communicate the selected user-preference data to the second computing arrangement 
in an electronic mail message (see column 6, line 48 through column 7, line 43; column 
7, lines 61-65). 

34. Regarding claim 21 , Hirata disclosed wherein the electronic device is a 
programmable television signal recorder, and the first computing arrangement is further 
adapted to communicate the selected user-preference data to the second computing 
arrangement in an electronic mail message (column 7, lines 15-23, 61-65). 

35. Regarding claim 23, Hirata disclosed wherein the electronic device is a 
programmable television signal recorder, and the user-preference data is transmitted 
from the first computing arrangement to the second computing arrangement by hyper- 
text transport protocol (see column 6, lines 50-67; column 7, lines 15-23). 



Response to Arguments 
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36. Applicant's arguments with respect to claims 1-26 have been considered but are 
moot in view of the new ground(s) of rejection. Examiner submits that the claims are 
taught by the prior art of record as detailed in the above rejections under 35 U.S.C. 
102(e). 

Conclusion 

The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. 

Tripathi (U.S. Pat. App. Pub. 2002/0087619) 
Szurkowski (U.S. Pat. No. 6,417,933) 
Pollack (U.S. Pat. App. Pub. 2002/0019851) 
Pisupati et al. (U.S. Pat. App. Pub. 2002/0099808) 
Arao (U.S. Pat. App. Pub. 2002/0007423) 
Wright (U.S. Pat. App. Pub. 2002/0046246) 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Joseph R. Maniwang whose telephone number is (571 ) 

272- 3928. The examiner can normally be reached on Mon-Fri 8:00-4:30. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, William C. Vaughn can be reached on (571) 272-3922. The fax phone 
number for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571- 

273- 8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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